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From the President

New to 2012!

At the close of 2011 was a big event for my family. We welcomed our first child to the world, Rose
Ireland Walsh, born December 5. This past month has felt like one big day with a continuing cycle
of baby care. | know it will change soon as the months go by, and there will be new developmental
milestones. Just this past week she started to open her eyes wide and really look at things. How
amazing to experience the world for the first time.

Recently, | heard a great quote on a blog post that has put parenting in perspective - "The days are
long, but the years are fast." We all know how quickly time flies. What is something you want to do
this year? Perhaps it is something for yourself, your family or your work? A small goal or a big
goal? A friend of mine just simply wanted to have a small, realistic goal for 2011. It was to use
less toilet paper. | love it. Whatever works for you.

I'd like to welcome you to include SPPTA on your goal list this year. There are many opportunities
for you and your students. Enter students in our events (recitals, concerto competition, honors and
awards program). Take advantage of all SPPTA offers for teachers (monthly meetings,
professional development, networking, book club, duet group and more.) Invite someone to join
you. Become involved with SPPTA. | would love to hear your thoughts.

Join the discussion on facebook: www.facebook.com/SPPTA

Sincerely,

Emily Ireland

SPPTA President 2010-2012
emilyireland@mac.com
www.EmilylrelandMusicStudio.com
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Please add the following name and
Calendar of Events address to your 2011-2012 SPPTA
Feb. 12 Student Recital Deadline Handbook and Directory.
Feb. 14 Group Discussion “Repertoire We Love”
Feb. 21 Book Club Meets Bruce Nolden
Feb. 26 Student Recital: Contest Celebrations 1239 16th Ave SE
Mar. 3 Student Recital Deadline Forest Lake, MN 55025
Mar. 5 Newsletter Deadline 651-464-8428
Mar. 13 General Meeting brucenolden@msn.com
Mar. 13 Board Meeting
Mar. 17 Student Recital: Musical Storytelling REMINDER: If you move, change
Mar. 20 Book Club Meets your email address and/or your
Mar. 30 Sprlng Luncheon Deadline phone number’ please notlfy me so
Mar. 31 Student Recital Deadline contact lists can be updated for the
April 7 Honors and Awards Deadline membership.
April 13 Spring Luncheon with Melody Bober
April 14 Student Recital: Peaceful Preludes
April 17 Book Club Meets Cathy A. Arnfelt . .
April 22 Concerto Performance: Evren Ozel SPPTA Membership Chair
April 28 Honors and Awards Auditions and Concert
May 4 Student Recital Deadline Reminder...
May 8 General Meeting
May 8 Board Meeting . .
May 15 Book Club Meets Bring music to share to the
May 20 Student Recital: Tea for 2 Duets/2 Beats per Measure Feb. 14" Meeting !

February Meeting: Group Discussion “Repertoire We Love”

Help celebrate Valentine’s Day by attending the SPPTA February meeting at Schmitt Music. We
will have a group discussion and sharing on “Repertoire We Love.” You are encouraged to bring
your favorite teaching pieces that have been successful in your studio. We hope you will discover
new repertoire to enrich your teaching! Join us on February 14™ at Schmitt Music in Roseville.

March Meeting: “Adult Learners: Opportunity and Challenge”

Do you teach adults in your studio? Do you want to open your studio to adults but are unsure how
to begin? Come to the SPPTA March 13 Meeting at Schmitt Music in Roseville as Gina Reynolds
shares her presentation on “Adult Learners: Opportunity and Challenge.”

Ginger Reynolds began her musical studies at the age of 7, as a piano student in rural Virginia.
Her formal studies include a bachelor of music from Converse College, Master of Music from
University of Michigan, and two years of private study with Margo Garrett. Since 1992 she has
served on the faculties of Metropolitan State University and MacPhail Center for Music. Her
special focus during these tenures has been the adult learner. Ginger is also a composer and is a
member is ASCAP and American Composer's Forum. Her website www.gingermusicforall.com
has information about her compositions and texts.

Lacey Kruse, Program Chair
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Concerto Competition Wows All

An exciting and amazing Concerto Competition was
held on November 5, 2011 at the Rosedale Schmitt
Music. There were 21 students who auditioned
representing 10 teachers: Judy Lin, JoAnne Link,
Marcia Knutilla, Ora Itkin, Elena Piastro, Helen
Marie Plourde, Paul Wirth and Joseph Zins. The
Preliminary Judges were Kathleen Murray and
Stella Sick and Katherine Faricy joined them for the
finals.

The competition was held all day with 7 talented
finalists performing in the evening concert. The
winner of the competition was Evren Ozel, student
of Paul Wirth. He will be playing the Beethoven
Concerto in C Minor Op. 37 #1, 1st Mvt. with the
Mississippi Valley Orchestra on April 22, 2012 at
Augustana Lutheran Church in West St. Paul under
Director Christine Chen-Beyers at 4 p.m.

EVREN OZEL is 12 and is a 7t grader at Clara
Barton Open School in South Minneapolis and a
student in the University of Minnesota Talented
Youth Math Program. He began his musical studies
at age 3 %2 with the MacPhail Suzuki program and
then at age 8 began to study with Paul Wirth. Evren
has performed with Minnesota Orchestra, Young
Artist World Piano Festival Orchestra as well as
accompanied dancers of the James Sewell Ballet. He
was a finalist in the Competition in 2010. In
addition he has won awards for his own
compositions and is an avid chamber musician
currently involved in a piano quartet.

The 2M place winner, William Yang, age 10, is a
home-schooled 5t grader from Eden Prairie and he
played Mvt. II and III of the Grieg Concerto in A
Minor. He began his piano studies with Paul Wirth
at age 5 and has attended master classes by Andre

Watts, Ksenia Noskova and Pavlina Dokovska.

Concerto Competition Winner

Evren Ozel , age 12

William was the featured soloist in
NPR’s “From the Top” show in July
2010 and has played with the
Minnesota Orchestra in 2011. He has
been a finalist with the St. Paul Piano

Teachers Concerto Competition
several times, an alternate in the
Minneapolis Forum Mozart

Competition and a finalist of the Young
Artist World Piano Festival Concerto
Competition Junior Division.

The 3rd place winner, Micah Cheng, is
a 15 year old sophomore at Woodbury
High School and he played the 1st Mvt.
by J. S. Bach Concerto in D Minor. He
has studied with Eleana Piastro since

2010. His musical studies started at
the age of 5 playing both the piano and

cello. (Article continues on page 6)
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SPPTA General and Board
Meeting Highlights from
November 2011

SPPTA General Meeting Highlights
November 8, 2011
Schmitt Music, Roseville

e Congratulations to this year’s Concerto
Competition winners, participants, and
teachers!

SPPTA Board Meeting Highlights
November 8, 2011
Schmitt Music, Roseville

e The Board brainstormed ways to share
more informations about the Honors and
Awards program with the SPPTA
membership.

e The Spring Luncheon details will be
finalized in the New Year.

e The Board continued to discuss the
Senior B Contest Workshop for the fall of
2012.

e The Board is looking for members to fill
positions for 2012-2014. Contact Helen
Marie Plourde, Emily Ireland, or Monica
Allen for more information about
nominations and openings. It's a great
way to get more involved with our
organization and give back to the
community.

Respectfully submitted, Monica Allen, NCTM.

MusicLink Playathon:
A Benefit for All

The upcoming MusicLink Playathon will take
place at the Mall of America on the weekend of
February 11th and 12t 2012. Information and
registration forms are now available on the
SPPTA website on the Programs for Teachers
page. Look under MusicLink.

Sometimes teachers think that this Playathon is
for MusicLink students only. This is a benefit for
the MusicLink Foundation, but any musician can
participate in this event. This includes children
and adults (including teachers), solos, duets,
small ensembles, any instrument and voice.

This is first and foremost a fundraiser, so all
participants are encouraged to get pledges for
their performances, but no one will be turned
away if they don’t bring in donations. Students
will be assigned a specific performance time and
can choose which day they prefer. Each teacher’s
students are scheduled together, so you can come
to hear them perform and cheer them on.

Registration deadline is January 30th. Please
invite your students to participate in this fun

event. For more information, contact:
Sue Wege (651) 458-0143

swege71@comcast.net

Sue Wege, MusicLink Chair
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Plan Now: Honors and
Awards to be held April 28

Every spring SPPTA holds a one-day event called
Honors and Awards Auditions. The purpose of this
event is to motivate outstanding students by
offering an award and giving them a performance
opportunity where they will share the stage and
enjoy hearing each other play.

Students who enter play one piece for a judge.
Students are grouped into the following age
categories: Fourth grade and under, 5t and 6t
grades, 7th and 8t grades, 9t and 10t grades, and
11th and 12t grades. The best performer in each
age group wins a cash award. Awards range from
$50 to $100. The judge chooses up to three
outstanding students in each category to play at the
Honors and Awards Recitals, which is held the
evening of the auditions.

The literature is chosen from the standard teacher
literature. Some examples of pieces chosen by age
categories in recent years are:

4th Grade and under: ].S. Bach-Short Prelude No. 3
in C minor and Short Fugue in 2 voices; Prokofiev-
Fugitive Visions, Op. 22, Nos. 1, 3, 5 and 10.; Gurlitt-
Scherzo in D minor; Pieczonka-Tarantella.

Grades 5-6: Rachmaninoff-Polichinelle Op. 3, No. 4;
Schubert-Impromptu, Op. 90, No. 2; Debussy
Arabesque No. 2 in G Major; Mozart-Sonata K. 332.

Grades 7-8: Bartok-Ten Easy Pieces, No. 1, 5, 6, and
10; Glinka-Variations on a Russian Song;
Khatchaturian-Toccata.

Grades 9-10: Chopin-Nocturne, Op. 15, No. 3;
Haydn- Sonata No. 50, Mvt. 1; Chopin-Valse, Op. 64
No. 2; Franz Liszt- Concert Etude in Db Major No. 3.

Grades 11-12: Rachmaninoff-Prelude in C# minor
Op. 3 No. 2; Chopin-Scherzo in B minor; Ravel-
Sonatine.

The date for this year’s auditions is Saturday, April
28th, 2012 and will take place at Schmitt Music
Auditorium-Roseville location. The auditions take
place from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Winning students
return at 5:00 p.m. that same day for the recital.

The application form is available on the website and
in this newsletter. The postmark deadline is April 7,
2012. Send your application with the $25.00 fee to:

Mary Duncan
19707 St. Croix Trail North
Marine, MN 55047

Mary Duncan, Honors and Awards Chair

Thank You for Your Generosity

On December 13th, 2011 SPPTA
collected food and monetary donations
for the Valley Outreach Food Shelf.
$90.00 in cash and forty-two pounds of
food were collected at the Holiday Tea.
Donations were delivered to the Valley
Outreach Food Shelf on Friday,
December 16, 2011. Thank you so much
for your generosity.

This project was a  wonderful
opportunity for community outreach
and assisting others in their time of
need.

Cathy A. Arnfelt, Membership Chair
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Concerto Competition Electrifies All

(continued from page 3)

He has received Honorable Mention at the
2010 St. Paul Piano Teachers Honors and
Awards Recital Competition and a Junior
Young Artist 2010 finalist in the Minnesota
Music Teachers competition. He also plays
cello in the Minnesota Youth Symphony
Orchestra and studies chamber music with
the Artaria String Quartet.

Finalists were:

Lucas Jones a student of Joseph Zins played
the first movement of the Rubinstein
Concerto in D minor. Michael Tang a student
of JoAnne Link played Mvt. II and III of the St.
Saens Concerto. Daniel Qu a student of
JoAnne Link played Mvt. I of the Grieg
Concerto. Noah Qiu a student of JoAnne Link
played the Beethoven Concerto in C Minor 1st
Mvt.

The other very talented participants were:
Megan Conley, Scheeler, Kenji
Cataldo, Christina Solensten, Ellie Krienke,
Stephanie Ye, Nita Qiu, Matthew Qu, Noah
Chojmacki, Michael Koenig, Amanda Jenkins,

Gideon

Aaron Fagerstrom and Briana Drevlow.

Thank you to all participating teachers,
students, judges as well as Sue Freeman
Haugen of Schmitt Music for the completion
of a very successful Concerto Competition.

Thank you also to Elizabeth Everett, Geralda
Stanton and Denise Hehir for your help in
making it a success!

Concerto Competition Chair, Kay Koehnen

Recitals: A Time for
Celebration

December was a great month for recitals! Three
full recitals with fourteen prizes awarded. A big
thanks to Sue Wege and Elizabeth Richter with
their help on that!
registrations for February and March recitals.

Make sure to send in your

February’s optional  theme  is Contest
Celebrations—make the most of those pieces your
students have worked so hard on! Send those

registrations to Barbara Kennedy (a change from

the directory) by February 12th. March’s optional
theme is

Musical Storytelling and those
registrations need to be sent to Marilyn Henry by
March 3rd,

I'm looking for someone to shadow me in this
position for a few months before taking over the
chair in June for the next 2-year term. Please let
me know if you want to plan the parties!

Jennifer Curtis, Recital Chair

SPPTA ADVERTISING POLICY

Advertising will be accepted for the SPPTA KEY ISSUE
at the discretion of the editor and the executive board.
Advertising may be submitted by any member of
MMTA or
organization. Copy must be accompanied by payment

professionally-related  personal or
and submitted on or before the newsletter deadline
date. Checks are to e made payable to SPPTA.
Materials and Inquiries are to be addressed to the
newsletter editor. Advertising would include items for
sale or services for sale. Philanthropic and nonprofit
information should be submitted in the form of a news
story. Advertising rates are:

Full page ad: $40.00; Half page ad: $20.00; Fourth page
ad: $10.00; Column Inch (six typewritten lines): $6.00

Third Vice President: Kathryn Martinez
Newsletter Editor: Rebecca Heyn

Circulation Editor: Rebecca Heyn
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APPLICATION SPPTA HONORS AND AWARDS AUDITION 2012

APPLICANT GRADE
PHONE
COMPOSITION TITLE FULL NAME OF COMPOSER

AUDITION: SATURDAY, APRIL28 at Schmitt Music Auditorium, Roseville.

LENGTH OF PERFORMANCE: (please be precise)

CONCERT: SATURDAY, APRIL 28, 5:00 pm at Schmitt Music Auditorium, Roseville.
Would an alternate selection for concert be available in case of duplication? Y / N

TEACHER SIGNATURE EMAIL

ADDRESS PHONE

FEE PER APPLICANT: $25.00 (Please make check payable to SPPTA) ALSO ENCLOSE TWO self -addressed
stamped business -size envelopes with this form. Send form, fee, and envelopes to:

MARY DUNCAN, 19707 St . Croix Trail Nort h, Mari ne, MN
APPLICATION SPPTA HONORS AND AWARDS AUDITION 2012
APPLICANT GRADE
PHONE
COMPOSITION TITLE FULL NAME OF COMPOSER

AUDITION: SATURDAY, APRIL 28 at Schmitt Music Auditorium, Roseville.
LENGTH OF PERFORMANCE: (please be precise)

CONCERT: SATURDAY, APRIL 28, 5:00 pm at Schmitt Music Auditorium, Roseville.
Would an alternate selection for concert be available in case of duplication? Y / N

TEACHER SIGNATURE EMAIL

ADDRESS PHONE

FEE PER APPLICANT: $25.00 ( Please make check payable to SPPTA) ALSO ENCLOSE TWO self -addressed
stamped business -size envelopes with this form. Send form, fee, and envelopes to:

MARY DUNCAN, 19707 St. Croix Trail Nort h, Mari ne, MN
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